
■ TR^'TN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




Attorney's Docket No.: 16438-010001 



Applicant 
Serial No. 
Filed 
Title 



Claude Vogel Art Unit : 2178 

09/687,612 Examiner : Matthew J. Ludwig 

October 11,2000 

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PARSING A DOCUMENT 



MAIL STOP PETITIONS 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.181(A) 
TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.181(a) and M.P.E.P. 711.03(a), Applicants petition to withdraw 
the holding of abandonment of the above-captioned application, set forth in the Notice of 
Abandonment mailed October 21, 2004. The holding of abandonment is based on the 
Applicants' purported failure to file a timely response to the Office Action mailed on February 
24, 2004. 

The application is not in fact abandoned because, on May 26, 2004, the Applicants filed a 
timely Amendment and Reply to the February 24, 2004 Office Action, together with a petition 
for a one-month extension of time and a request for a corrected filing receipt. Enclosed are 
copies of the Amendment and Reply, the petition for extension of time, the request for a 
corrected filing receipt, and a stamped return receipt postcard, which constitutes prima facie 
evidence that these documents were timely filed on May 26, 2004. M.P.E.P. § 503. 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the holding of abandonment be withdrawn and 
that the Amendment and Reply, the petition for extension of time, and the request for a corrected 
filing receipt be fully considered. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.181(f), this petition is timely filed within two months of 
the mailing of the Notice of Abandonment. It is not believed that any fee is due. Please apply 
any charges or credits to deposit account 06-1050. 



Applicant : Claude Vogel Attorney's Docket No.: 16438-010001 

Serial No. : 09/687,612 

Filed : October 11,2000 

Page : 2 of 2 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 



\1 




Sctfjt B. MfcrkoW, Reg. No. 46,899 



Fish & Richardson P.C. 
1425 K Street, N.W. 
11th Floor 

Washington, DC 20005-3500 
Telephone: (202) 783-5070 
Facsimile: (202)783-2331 



40257331.doc 




Attorney's Docket No. 
16438-010001 



Application No. 
09/687,612 



Express Mail Label No. 



Filing Date 

October 11,2000 



Mailing Date 
May 26, 2004 



Attorney/Secretary Init 
JZA/GAWAVXH/aum 



Title of the Invention 
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PARSING A DOCUMENT 



Applicant 
Claude Vogel 



Enclosures 

Check in the amount of $55.00 
Amendment/Response (9 pages) 
Petition for Extension of Time (1 month) 

Request for Corrected Official Filing Receipt (1 page), with copy of 
filing receipt marked in red to show changes (3 pages) 



ForPTOUse 
Only 

Do Not Mark in This 
Area 



\ 




Attorney's Docket No.: 16438-010001 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Art Unit : 2178 
Examiner : Matthew J. Ludwig 



Applicant : Claude Vogel 

Serial No. : 09/687,612 

Filed : October 11, 2000 

Title : SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PARSING A DOCUMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

AMENDMENT IN REPLY TO ACTION OF FE BRUARY 24. 2004 
Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 



Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 3 
of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper. 
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Amendments to the Specification : 



Please add the following new paragraph after the title and before the paragraph beginning 
at page 1, line 2: 

CLAIM OF PRIORITY 

This application claims priority under 35 USC S120 to. and is a continuation-in-part of, U.S. 
Patent Application Serial No. 09/288.994. filed on April 9. 1999, the entire content s of which are 
hereby incorporated bv reference. 




Applicant : Claude Vogel 

Serial No. : 09/687,612 

Filed : October 11, 2000 

Page : 3 of 9 




s Docket No.: 16438-010001 



Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Original) A system for parsing a piece of foreign language text into one or more 
phrases which characterize a foreign language document, the system comprising: 

a buffer for reading one or more words from the piece of text into the buffer until a break 

character is identified; 

a parser for identifying a phrase contained in the buffer, the phrase being a sequence of 

two or more words in between break characters; 

the parser further comprising means for determining the type of break character that 
follows the identified phrase and means for saving a key phrase from the buffer based on the 
determined type of break character; 

a database for storing the key foreign language phrases. 

2. (Original) The system of Claim 1, wherein the buffer further comprises means for 
flushing the buffer when the key phrase is stored in the database or the phrase in the buffer is 
deleted. 

3. (Original) The system of Claim 1 further comprising a retriever for retrieving all 
occurrences of the extracted phrases from the piece of text after the piece of text has been parsed. 

4. (Original) A method for parsing a piece of text into one or more phrases which 
characterize the document, the method comprising: 

reading one or more words from the piece of text into a buffer until a break character is 

identified; 

identifying a phrase contained in the buffer, the phrase being a sequence of two or more 
words in between break characters; 
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determining the type of break character that follows the identified phrase; and 
saving a key phrase from the buffer into a database based on the determined type of break 
character. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 4 further comprising flushing the buffer when the key 
phrase is stored in the database or the phrase in the buffer is deleted. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 4 further comprising retrieving all occurrences of the 
extracted phrases from the piece of text after the piece of text has been parsed. 

7. (Currently Amended) A system for parsing a piece of text into one or more phrases 
which characterize a document, the system comprising: 

a buffer for reading one or more words from the piece of text into the buffer until a break 

character is identified; 

a parser for identifying a phrase contained in the buffer, the phrase being a sequence of 
two or more words in between break charactersfcl.wherem the parser f ui l hu comprising mon nn 
for determining the ^ ^hle to determine a type of break character that follows the identified 
phrase and means for paving a save key phrase phrases from the buffer based on the determined 

type of break character; 

a database for storing the key foreign language phrases; and 

a retriever for retrieving all occurrences of the extracted phrases from the piece of text 
after the piece of text has been parsed. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 7, wherein the buffer further compri s e s 
muuL,fui flushing the buffer ic ^hle to flush itself when the key phrase is stored in the 
database or the phrase in the buffer is deleted. 
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9. (Original) A method for parsing a piece of text into one or more phrases which 
characterize the document, the method comprising: 

reading one or more words from the piece of text into a buffer until a break character is 

identified; 

identifying a phrase contained in the buffer, the phrase being a sequence of two or more 
words in between break characters; 

determining the type of break character that follows the identified phrase; 

saving a key phrase from the buffer into a database based on the determined type of break 

character; and 

retrieving all occurrences of the extracted phrases from the piece of text after the piece of 
text has been parsed. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 9 further comprising flushing the buffer when the 
key phrase is stored in the database or the phrase in the buffer is deleted. 

11. (Original) A system for parsing a piece of text into one or more phrases which 
characterize the document, the system comprising: 

a first pass comprising means for identifying a phrase contained in a buffer wherein the 
phrase is a sequence of two or more words in between break characters, means for determining 
the type of break character that follows the identified phrase and means for saving a key phrase 
from the buffer based on the determined type of break character; and 

a second pass comprising means for retrieving all occurrences of the extracted phrases 

from the piece of text. 

12. (Original) A method for parsing a piece of text into one or more phrases which 
characterize the document, the method comprising: 

performing a first pass through the piece of text, the first pass comprising identifying a 
phrase contained in a buffer wherein the phrase is a sequence of two or more words in between 
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break characters, determining the type of break character that follows the identified phrase and 
saving a key phrase from the buffer based on the determined type of break character; and 

performing a second pass through the piece of text comprising retrieving all occurrences 
of the extracted phrases from the piece of text. 

13. (New) A method comprising: 

receiving a first word from a text stream at a buffer; 

receiving a first break character that follows the first word within the text stream, at the 

buffer; 

determining to temporarily retain the first word within the buffer, based on the first break 
character; 

receiving a second word from the text stream at the buffer, the second word following the 

first break character in the text stream; 

receiving a second break character at the buffer, the second break character following the 

second word in the text stream; 

combining the first word and the second word into a phrase, based on the second break 

character; 

removing the phrase from the buffer; and 

saving the phrase in a memory, prior to receiving a third word from the text stream at the 

buffer. 

14. (New) The method of claim 13 further comprising: 

analyzing the entire text stream for any additional occurrences of the phrase within the 
text stream. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-14 are pending, with claims 1, 4, 7, 9, 11, 12, and 13 being independent. By 
this response, the specification is amended to add priority information that was included in the 
transmittal letter and Declaration, but that was inadvertently not included with the Specification 
at the time of filing. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that the Examiner 
acknowledge Applicant's priority claim in the Examiner's next official communication. Also, 
claim 7 has been amended and claims 13 and 14 have been added. No new matter has been 
added. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1, 2, and 8 of U.S. Patent No. 6,424,982 to Vogel 
(Vogel). Upon allowance of the pending claims, Applicant intends to file a terminal disclaimer 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.321(c) to overcome this rejection. 

Claims 1-12 also are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over U.S. Patent 
No. 5,819,260 to Lu et al. (Lu). Applicant respectfully requests that this rejection be withdrawn, 
because Lu does not disclose or properly suggest all of the elements of at least the independent 
claims 1,4, 7, 9, 11, and 12. 

For example, claim 1 recites (with emphasis added): 

A system for parsing a piece of foreign language text into 
one or more phrases which characterize a foreign language 
document, the system comprising: 

a buffer for reading one or more words from the piece of 
text into the buffer until a break character is identified; 

a parser for identifying a phrase contained in the buffer, the 
phrase being a sequence of two or more words in between break 

characters; . . 

the parser further comprising means for determining the 
type of break character that follows the identified phrase and 
means for savins a kev phrase from uV buffer based on the 
determined type n f hreak character: 

a database for storing the key foreign language phrases. 
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For example, as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 5 of Applicant's specification, individual 
words may be received at a buffer, and, after receipt of each individual word, a following break 
character may be received and analyzed. For certain types of break characters, the word may be 
retained in the buffer (and added to other word(s) in the buffer, if any) while the next word is 
checked. For other types of break characters, the word(s) may be deleted or flushed from the 
buffer, and, in some cases, words in the buffer may be simultaneously saved to a memory as a 
phrase. In short, and as claimed, a phrase is saved from the buffer (or not) based on the 
determined type of break character. 

In contrast, Lu identifies alleged "break characters" only as a means of partitioning words 
within a document for further analysis. There are no types of break characters, where one type 
necessitates deletion of a word and another type necessitates saving the word(s) as a key phrase. 
Rather, in Lu, once the entire document is processed, the result is a partitioned document that 
includes only "chunks" of text, from which Lu identifies "phrases" by, for example, further 
reducing particularly long text "chunks" and then analyzing the entire document to determine 
which of the shortened "chunks" occur most frequently within the document, which may then 
(and only then) be designated as "key phrases" of the document (see, e.g., column 4, lines 1-37, 

as well as claim 1 of Lu). 

To illustrate a practical effect of these differences, FIG. 5A of Applicant's specification 
illustrates a result of processing the first few sentences of a stream of text (from FIG. 4). In FIG. 
5A, words such as "develops" have been flushed or deleted, while a phrase such as "snake-like 
robot" has been identified, "based on the determined type of break character" associated with 
these words. That is, even though the text of FIG. 4 has only partially been processed, key 
phrases are already identified and extraneous words already deleted. 

In contrast, at a similar stage of processing in Lu, the processed words would merely 
have been partitioned into chunks of text, where, generally, no chunk of text would be more 
important than another (much less be identified as a key phrase) until after a remainder of the 
document text was received and partitioned AND the entire document text was analyzed for 
frequency of occurrence of each of the text chunks. 



ClaudeVogel W Attoft's Docket No, 16438-010001 

Serial No. : 09/687,612 
Filed : October 11, 2000 
Page : 9 of 9 



Applicant 



Therefore, Lu does not disclose or properly suggest at least the above-discussed features 
of claim 1. Applicant notes that paragraph 6 of the Office Action, which sets forth the rejection 
of claim 1, contains no mention of the above-discussed claim limitation of "saving a key phrase 
from the buffer based on the determined type of break character," and therefore cannot serve as a 
basis of rejection under either 35 U.S.C. 102 or 103, since both of these statutes require a 
disclosure or proper suggestion of all of the recited claim elements. As a result, Applicant 
submits that the proposed modification(s) of Lu does not validly support a prima facie case of 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Accordingly, independent claim 1 is believed to be in condition for allowance, along with 
its dependent claims 2 and 3. Each of the independent claims 4, 7, 9, 1 1, 12, and 13 contain the 
same or similar limitations as just discussed, and so are believed to be in condition for allowance 
for at least the same reasons, along with their dependent claims 5, 6, 8, 10, and 14. Based on the 
above, all of claims 1-14 are believed to be in condition for allowance, and such action is hereby 
requested in the Examiner' s next official communication. 

Enclosed is a $86.00 check for excess claim fees. Please apply any other charges or 
credits to deposit account 06-1050. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Fish & Richardson P.C. 
1425 K Street, N.W. 
1 1th Floor 

Washington, DC 20005-3500 
Telephone: (202) 783-5070 
Facsimile: (202)783-2331 
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PKTTTTON FOR ONE-MONTH EXTENSION OF TIME 
Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.136, applicant hereby petitions that the period for response to the 

action dated February 24, 2004, be extended for one month to and including June 24, 2004. 
Enclosed is a check for $55 for the required fee. Please apply any other charges or 

credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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Domestic Priority data as claimd by applicant: This application claims priority to, and is a 

continuation-in-part of, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/288,994, filed on April 9, 1999. 
Please supply a corrected Filing Receipt to the undersigned with respect to this 

application. A copy of the original Filing Receipt showing the desired changes in red ink is 

attached for your convenience. 
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them to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 



\ Reg. No. 46,112 ' 



Fish & Richardson P.C. 
1425 K Street, N.W. 
11th Floor 

Washington, DC 20005-3500 
Telephone: (202) 783-5070 
Facsimile: (202)783-2331 



40221215.doc 




AP PLICATION NUMBER 

09/687,612 



10/11/2000 



35? CARYWARE & FREIDENRICH LLP 
3340 Hillview Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA 94304 



CONFIRMATION NO. 9817 
UPDATED FILING RECEIPT 

■miNinununimiun 

•OC000000005958115* 



Date Mailed: 04/11/2001 



Receipt is acknowledged of this ™<*^™%?^^ ^%t^oT^. 
will be notified as K .the results of J* ^ ,n *™' q F INVENTION when inquiring about this applicat.on^ 
FILING DATE, NAME OF APPLICANT, anc I TlTLt ur '"YJ ^ the accuracy of the data presented 
Fees transmitted by check or drafl t are subjed t0 .^" e ^ ei ^^V se Zt e to the Office of Initial Patent 
on this receipt. If an error ,s noted on , h s F l.ng Rj e P y FUj Receipt witn the 

Examination's Customer Serv.ce Center Please prov ae ^ V tW> application , p , e ase 

changes noted thereon. If you . [^.ved a N ot ce to F.ie m»« g when ^ processes 

srwsa^^ Receipt incorporatin9 the req 

corrections (if appropriate). 



Applicant(s) 



Claude Vogel, Alfortville, FRANCE; 



Clauae vogei, Miiuiiviiio, i 
i JXDDlicationt t\C\ U. 



Domestic 

Foreign Application 
!f Required, Foreign Filing License Granted 1 1/17/2000 
Projected Publication Date: N/A 
Non-Publication Request: No 
Early Publication Request: No 

SMALL ENTITY" 
Title 

System and method for parsing a document 
Preliminary Class 



on 

Mi 



LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 




GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED I FOREIGN 
FIUNG LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are ssued in laj 
applications where t|ie conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a 
ScenS may be requ red as set forth in 37 CRF 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth n 
3?CFR 5 15(a) unless an earlier license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to 
revSafion : upon written notification. The date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier 
license of similar scope has been granted under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date 
^S^^^s%Z«a. This license is automatically transferred to any related applicat.ons( S ) filed under 
36 CFR 1 .53(d). This license is not retroactive. 

The orant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
l^r S^D^^^G^mment contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and 
^a£nin£^ or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current 
regu at ons Especially with respeS to certain countries, of other agencies f^f^^*^*^ 
Vrade Controls, Department of State (with respect to Arms Munitions and Implements of War 02 CFR J21- 
128))- the Office of Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 0)). the °ffice of 
Fore gn Assets Control. Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500 + ) and the Department of Energy. 



NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN 
FILING LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license unde 
37 CFR 5 12 if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the appl.ca .on. If 
6 monfhs has a^from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not 

a secrecy order under 35 U.S.C. 181. the licensee may foreign file the appl.cat.on pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15 
(b). 

PLEASE NOTE the following information about the Filing Receipt: 

. The articles such as "a." "an" and "the" are not included as the first words in the title of an application. 

Thev are considered to be unnecessary to the understanding of the title. 
. The words "new," "improved." "improvements in" or "relating to" are not included as first words in 

the title of an application because a patent application, by nature, is a new .dea or improvement. 
. The title may be truncated if it consists of more than 600 characters (letters and spaces combined). 

• The docket number allows a maximum of 25 characters. 

. If your application was submitted under 37 CFR 1.10. your filing date should be the date nn found on 
the Express Mail label. If there is a discrepancy, you should submit a request for a corrected Filing 
Receipt along with a copy of the Express Mail label showing the 'date in. 

• The title is recorded in sentence case. 



Any corrections that may need to be done to your Filing Receipt should be 




Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Office of Initial Patent Examination 
Customer Service Center 
Washington, DC 20231 



